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• A reference resource helps us to find answers 
to information questions.

• These questions may be about words, subjects, 
places in the world, or current topics.

• Some reference resources are print, and some 
are online.

• The most common reference resources are the: 
dictionary, thesaurus, encyclopedia, atlas and 
almanac.
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• Dictionaries give us information about words.
• Dictionaries tell how to spell and pronounce a 

word.
• Dictionaries give the word’s part of speech 

(noun, verb, adjective, adverb).
• Dictionaries give us brief definitions of words –

in a sentence or two.
• Dictionaries give us synonyms – or other words 

that mean the same thing.
• The bolded words – and their information – are 

called entries.
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An Overview
at the 
beginning of 
this print 
dictionary 
explains how 
to use it.



11/24/2009
Mrs. Paula McMullen, library teacher, 

Norwood Public Schools
6

This page in 
the Overview 
explains what 
kind of 
information 
we find at 
each entry.
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Then, use Guide 
Words at top of 
pages to see if the 
word is on that page.

First, use Thumb 
Tabs to guide you 
to the letter that 
starts the word.

Find bolded 
word “lion,” 
listed 
alphabetically.
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This entry includes the bolded 
word lion, its syllables, its 
pronunciation, part of speech 
(noun) and a brief definition.
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Type word 
and click GO.
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Click to see 
illustration.

Listen to or read pronunciation.

Read brief, one 
sentence definition
of lion.



• A thesaurus provides many synonyms and
antonyms for words.

• Synonyms mean the same; antonyms mean 
the opposite. 

• Related words mean something similar; near
antonyms mean something not similar. 

• Writers use a thesaurus to find interesting or 
different words to use.

11/24/2009 11
Mrs. Paula McMullen, library teacher, 

Norwood Public Schools



11/24/2009
Mrs. Paula McMullen, library teacher, 

Norwood Public Schools
12



11/24/2009
Mrs. Paula McMullen, library teacher, 

Norwood Public Schools
13

Bolded entry words 
are in alphabetical 
order. 

Use guide words at 
top to locate word 
“colorful.”  

This thesaurus gives 
the part of speech 
and provides many
synonyms.  
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Then, type 
word and 
click GO.

First, click on Thesaurus.
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Find Synonyms, 
Related Words, 
Near Antonyms 
and Antonyms for 
word “colorful.”



• Encyclopedias explain a topic.  

• They provide more information about a topic 
than a dictionary.

• Encyclopedias provide paragraphs of 
information about a topic.

• These paragraphs of information on a topic 
are called “Articles.”
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This print encyclopedia covers 
all subjects of knowledge in 
many volumes.  

Each volume covers topics that 
start with the letter you see at 
the top right corner.  Look up 
topics beginning with the letter 
“L” in this volume.

You can also see this letter
on the spine of the book.  
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This article on lions
gives details about its 
body and life in many 
paragraphs.  

Use the Guide Word at 
the top left to help you 
locate an article in a 
print encyclopedia.
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A print encyclopedia 
provides an Index at 
the end of each 
volume, or in a 
separate Index Volume 
to help you locate 
articles.  
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The index topic Lions is bolded.  The 
Volume:Page where you would find that 
topic is also bolded.  Topics related to 
lions are indented below with their 
volumes and pages given.
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Type search 
term and click 
GO.
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The encyclopedia article
on lions gives details
about its body and life in 
many paragraphs.  



• An atlas provides maps.

• Maps show where things are in the world.

• Physical maps show mountains, rivers, 
deserts, etc.

• Political maps show countries, states, 
provinces and cities, etc.

• Special maps show: populations, natural 
resources, products, etc. 
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This print atlas 
provides maps of 
the world, the 
continents, major 
countries and the 
states.  
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Readers use the 
Contents Page in
this print atlas to 
locate maps and 
information.
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Readers can also 
use the Index in 
this print atlas to 
locate maps and 
information.
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This physical map of 
North America shows 
the physical features –
mountains, deserts, 
rainforests, grasslands, 
etc. of that continent.  
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This political map of 
North America shows 
its countries and their 
borders.  

. 

This map is followed 
by other maps that 
show details of the 
countries of North 
America.
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Atlases include 
special maps that 
show natural 
resources, 
population,  
rainfall,   
temperatures, 
etc.  
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At Fact 
Monster’s home 
page, click on 
Atlas at the 
Reference Desk.

Fact Monster is a 
very helpful 
online reference 
resource.  
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Fact Monster’s 
World Atlas allows 
you to click on a 
region for more 
detailed maps.  You 
can “drill” down to 
see details of 
smaller regions. (See 
following slides.)  

You can also use 
the Map Index 
to find places. 
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After clicking 
on “North 
America” at 
the World 
Map, you see 
this map of 
North 
American 
countries.  
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After clicking on 
“United States” 
at the North 
America map, 
you see this 
map of all the 
states.
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After clicking on 
“Massachusetts” 
at the United 
States map, you 
see this map of 
that state.



• An almanac provides current, statistical 
information and facts on hundreds of topics.

• Statistical information has lots of numbers.
• Most information in an almanac is in tables, lists 

and charts.
• Readers can easily read and compare information 

in tables, lists or charts.
• Almanacs are updated frequently.
• Some almanacs cover all knowledge; some cover 

certain subjects, like geography.
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The Contents 
Page in a print 
almanac helps 
readers to locate 
subjects or 
smaller topics of 
interest.



11/24/2009
Mrs. Paula McMullen, library teacher, 

Norwood Public Schools
38

The Index in a 
print almanac 
helps readers to 
locate topics of 
interest.
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This page in a 
print almanac 
shows current 
statistical 
information 
about countries 
in a bar graph, 
table, and 
special map.
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Fact Monster is a 
very helpful 
online reference 
resource.  

At Fact Monster’s 
home page, click 
on Almanac at 
the Reference 
Desk.
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Fact Monster’s  
online almanac 
allows you to click 
on topics to find 
statistical kinds of 
information 
(tables, charts).  

You can also enter 
a search term in 
the box and click 
Go!
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This brief table
shows which 
countries grow 
the most of a 
particular kind of 
food.
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This table
provides 
rankings of the 
ten largest 
countries by 
square miles.  



Use the reference resource that best matches your 
information need:

• Dictionary: for spelling, pronunciation, and brief 
definition of a word

• Thesaurus: to find synonyms for a word

• Encyclopedia: for longer explanation of a topic

• Atlas: for maps that show where things or places 
are located

• Almanac: for current, statistical information found 
in lists, tables or charts
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Print Resources:

National Geographic Beginner’s World Atlas.  Washington DC:National Geographic Society, 1999.

The New Book of Knowledge.  NY: Scholastic Inc., 2005

Scholastic Children’s Dictionary.  NY: Scholastic Inc., 1996.

Siegel, Alice and McClune, Margo. Inc. Blackbirch Kid’s Almanac of Geography. Woodbridge, CT: 
Blackbirch Press, 2000.

Online Resources:

World Book Kids.  World Book, 2009. Web 19 Nov. 2009.

World Central.  Merriam Webster. Web 19 Nov. 2009.

Fact Monster.  Information Please. Web 19 Nov. 2009.
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