PHONICS/ DECODING SKILLS IN READING

1. Get your mouth ready. Students should simply get their mouth ready for the beginning sound or sounds they see in the word. *Many students try to sound out all unfamiliar words. Unfortunately, sounding out words really only works with very small words. Often, we encourage this sounding out too much. Instead, read the Chunking strategy below.
2. Chunk the word. (Ch un k) Looking for small chunks or parts inside words often helps children decode new words especially in larger words. Phonics cues may not help with larger words most times.
3. Go back and reread. Simply put . . . sometimes a second run through the sentence helps children figure out the new word. They should go back to the beginning of the sentence and try again!
4. Look at the picture. Looking at the picture often times gives the reader just the right clue for the new unknown word. This works especially well in early reading because the pictures generally support the text quite nicely. As your child begins to read more complicated books, this strategy may not work all the time, but it should definitely not be forgotten.
5. Does it make sense? Good readers should constantly be asking themselves this question! If the child's first "guess" does not make sense with what is happening in the story, then the child should go back and try it again.
6. Does it sound right? Many times children will make a "guess" at a new, unknown word and it doesn't sound right. Maybe it doesn't fit they way we talk or it doesn't sound grammatically correct. This should be another red flag to the reader that the "guess" is probably incorrect and he or she should go back and reread.

COMPREHENSION STRATEGIES

1. Making Connections to stories happens when something in the story reminds the reader of something about himself or herself, another book or something in the outside world. We call these text to self, text to text, and text to world connections. Example: a text to self connection from Red Riding Hood -"That just reminded me of when my grandmother always packed us a picnic lunch in a basket to go down to the lake."
2. Asking Questions while we read is another strategy that helps us better understand what we have read. In class, we call these "I wonders” because we find ourselves saying . . . "I wonder why Red Riding Hood talked to a stranger when she knew it was unsafe?" Our questions are not always answered, but it helps make sense of what we are reading, and it often helps us set a purpose for reading.
3. Visualizing is simple. It is picturing the events of a story in our own mind. In class, I will often read a book aloud without showing the students the pictures. Then I ask them to draw how they pictured the story occurring in their own minds. We share and discuss how we all see the story in different ways. 
4. Making Inferences is using cues from the author through what characters' say or how they act to help us understand how the character is feeling.
5. Synthesizing is gathering many details, facts, or ideas and creating your own new idea. I like to think of it as pieces of a puzzle that finally fit together to create a whole new perspective.
6. Noting important information is being able to detect the most important facts, details from a story or book. This is often a difficult task for many children as they often feel everything is important. Bolded words, graphs, and charts often help children determine the most important details in a reading.
