
Welcome back to the 2016-2017 school year!
It is hard to believe that summer is over and we have a new school year in front of us 
full of possibilities and promise.  Education is one of the few professions that allows 
you new beginnings every September with a new class of students.  The Town of 
Norwood is appreciative of your efforts and commitment to their children and many 
happy mothers will gladly send you their sons and daughters next Tuesday!   Intro 
SCHOOL COMMITTEE
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Let’s spend some time recognizing our Norwood Public School Educators beginning 
with new administrators –
John Greeley – Coakley Vice Principal for Discipline
Eli Norris – Food Service Director 
Karen DeAngelis – Callahan School Secretary
Kerri-Ann Quinn – High School Dean
All our first year teachers  -- Please stand
Less than 5 years   10 years or less    20 years or less  20 to 30 years   OVER 30
Special THANKS to our summer school staff  PLEASE WAVE!!
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Our job now is to prepare our students for their future.  It will be so different from what 
our individual educational training prepared us for when we were their age.  Avatar 
Manager, Organ Farmer and Drone Dispatcher are just a few opportunities that our 
students may pursue in their life times.
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Opportunity Ownership and Pride  Isn’t that why we went into Education and how we 
want our students and the Norwood Town’s people to respond.  I want to give Teresea
Drummey credit for coining this slogan which I used at Town Meeting.  Opportunity --
Everyone should be exposed to as many educational opportunities as we can present to 
our students to inspire them to find and reach their potential and their dreams.  We 
lobby our local and state government to fund those opportunities.  Ownership --
Ownership of your learning as a student is every teachers goal and ownership of the 
schools as a Norwood citizen is our duty as educators to inform the public of the great 
things we and our students do.  Pride – If at the end of the day your students are proud 
of themselves and their accomplishments you have done your job and when Norwood 
citizens are proud of their schools and their children we have also done our job and 
provided for a better future for everyone.  Not an easy task in today’s political climate 
but clearly we are a beacon of hope in a crazy world.
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Look what our students, parents and educators have done that we can be proud of!
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Do you know that last year the first year of PARCC we performed in the number one 
position of our cohort group in grade 3, 4, 6 & 8 ELA, grade 3 & 8 Math, and that we 
outscored Westwood in 3 subtests in grade 3 ELA and grade 8 ELA and Math!!
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This next slide shows preliminary results and can’t be officially released till the middle 
of September but there are reasons to be proud here too!!
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Here is where I would like to thank the TOWN for giving us the opportunity to present
new updated curriculum through their financial support.  This is a place where your 
School Committee wholeheartedly support you.
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A new math program in Kindergarten through grade 8 is not small feat and I thank all of
the educators involved in implementing these new programs.  John Casali & Jill Milton –
Thank you
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Through Joe Kidd’s leadership and the rest of the Technology Department we will have 
the opportunity from the funding we received at Town Meeting to become more 
efficient with a new Student Information System that will make data easier to use and 
understand.  Patience and persistence paid off with Town support. 
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How do we help students who have limited opportunities for literacy and enrichment?  
Carole Poirier our Title I director creatively worked with the Norwood Housing 
Authority and many donors to open the Village Center on Roosevelt Ave that provides 
literacy classes year round for the residents in that part of town.  Again Opportunity 
provided, Ownership from the community and clearly we are proud and thankful for all 
of Carole Poirier & Christine Tomesello’s efforts to bring this center from and idea to 
reality.   
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Our tasks are many but our goals are clear.  Read these
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Are we ready to start school?  Yes we are and thank you’s to: the teachers who have 
been in to set up their rooms, our custodians who work through these hot summer 
days to bring our buildings back to life.  Our Maintenance Staff who repair our buildings 
by building walls, installing Smartboards, and installing energy efficient lighting in our 
gyms and corridors and a host of other projects under the leadership of Paul Riccardi 
and Joe Kidd.  Describe above
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Our principals like Mrs. Cappola and the school’s art teacher Kristine Atiyeh add those 
persona touches that send the message to the students and teachers that our school is 
a special place to work and learn in.  Can you sense the Pride??
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Here a local garden club member adds her part to beautify the school.
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Even a new school can find efficiencies.
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New interactive projectors were added to the Coakley and Fernando figured out how to 
keep a computer lab in use while placing a classroom there too.
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This year we begin our fourth year of the Educator Evaluation System.  Our goal as it 
was in year one was to find time to have conversations about teaching and learning and 
to help one another.  Your principals, department heads and directors are all there to 
collaborate with you, find common goals that support each school’s mission and to 
offer feedback on the art of teaching the diverse student body we have here in 
Norwood.  Remember this graphic from when we first began.  Let’s keep it simple so 
our efforts can go into the rich conversations we can have about our students progress 
in our class.
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Here are our major priorities for this year.
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Let me recognize right up front that I am disappointed that we cannot announce that 
we have reached an agreement on a contract with the Norwood Teachers Union or 
Union 50.  It is not for lack of trying and the School Committee and myself are 
dedicated to settling a fair contract with our unions.  Our main stumbling blocks involve 
funding, particularly from the State.  Our Kindergarten grant was cut but State aid 
increased while Circuit Breaker Relief which supports over $5,000,000 in out of district 
costs remains an unknown reimbursement right now.  Mr. Gormley, our School 
Committee Chairman, Ms. Ellis, our Director of Finance and myself met with the 
Finance Commission last night to gather their support for our budget needs.  We will 
keep working hard to find a way to settle our contracts as soon as we can and 
appreciate the cooperation and conversations we have had over the course of the past 
few months of negotiations.  There are many factors that affect our financial situation 
with Charter Schools being a significant factor in the future.  You can help and this slide 
might inform your decision this November with the outcome potentially helping our 
hurting our Norwood finances.    
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Explo.org whose headquarters is here in Norwood partnered with our High School 
Debate Team to produce this national PBS commercial for curriculum materials to help 
students discuss the upcoming presidential elections.  Our students are bright energetic 
and worth listening to so we will spend the year providing opportunities, encouraging 
ownership of their learning and fostering pride of their many accomplishments.  Let’s 
make this happen and have a great school year!
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