
 
NHS Principal’s Update April 27, 2020 
 

Grade 12 Message to Families: 
 
Dear Senior Families, 
  
This has been an extremely trying time for all of us, but we especially recognize the 
extraordinary impact this has had on all of our seniors and senior families.  The extension of the 
closure through the end of the year brings up a range of emotions for all of us.  In our meetings 
with our seniors, we have felt it was extremely important to validate those emotions – whatever 
the emotion is, it is ok right now.  The seniors have undoubtedly felt tremendous grief and loss 
and we are here to continue to support them in every way.  Families and staff members have 
also felt these emotions.  With this in mind, I wanted to bring forward few important updates: 
  
Adopt a Senior Program: In the midst of this, we have seen great examples of school and 
community coming together to support our seniors.  Please read the attached letter from PTO 
president Sarah Quinn about an exciting opportunity to tie in community support for our seniors 
through the “Adopt a Senior Program.”  This is a secret to students, so please take a look and 
sign your student up if you would like to participate.  We also know that there are many people 
who want to help during this time with various initiatives.  We will provide ongoing clarification 
on the different school sponsored avenues you might take to do this.   
  
Senior Calendar: The last day of official remote learning for seniors will be Thursday May 
21.  Seniors should follow their remote learning schedule until that day. Senior progress reports 
and warning notices will be issued May 8.  There will be no final exams this school year.   
  

Senior Events Update: The extension of the closure through the end of the school year also 
means that so many events that we hold as special recognition of the senior class will need to 
look much different this year.  Some will take on an alternate format, some may be able to be 
postponed and rescheduled, and some will need to be canceled all together.  However, it was 
my promise to the seniors at the beginning of the year, and I doubled down on it recently at our 
class meetings, that we will find meaningful and safe ways to celebrate the tremendous 
accomplishments and perseverance of our seniors.  
  

Some preliminary discussions have already happened with some stakeholders, and many folks 
have provided us with great feedback and possible ideas.  With that in mind, it is important to 
know that these decisions will need to be made over a period of time and with significant input 
and guidance from our town health and safety officials.  Tomorrow, I will be meeting with the 
senior class officers to discuss the decision-making process for senior events and to brainstorm 
appropriate ways to gather student feedback on possible options.  
  

Information will come step by step over the next few weeks about what is the best course of 
action to both honor our amazing senior class and their many accomplishments, but do it in a 
safe way that will help bring both closure and celebration.  I would ask for your continued 
patience, flexibility, and support as we do so.  
  
 

Hugh T. Galligan, Ed.D. 
Principal, Norwood High School 


