
Speech and Language Enrichment Activities  
Week of Monday March 23, 2020 
 
 
Dear Families,  

Thank you for everything you have done to help your child during these unexpected 
times.   I have compiled a list of activities that can support language development for any child 
whether that child receives speech therapy or not.  

The good news for parents is that working on speaking and listening is a natural skill. 
We all communicate with each other throughout our day.  We also think communication can be 
fun!!  Activities such as pretend play, having a conversation, cooking together, being outdoors, 
sharing a story or book and playing a card or board game will always be fantastic ways to help 
your child develop his or her communication skills.  If these activities are what you want to focus 
on so that you can enjoy the time with your child then rest assured that your child will still be 
developing his or her articulation, vocabulary, grammar, social skills and abstract thinking skills.  

If your child is craving more structured academic activities (like some children are!) then 
please feel free to try these activities.  

Please know that these activities are not what speech therapy looks like but we do hope 
they get your child talking and listening.  

 
 
Warmly,  
 
Marie Teehan 
Oldham School Speech and Language Pathologist 
 
 
Phonological Awareness 
 
 

1. Have your child practice generating rhyming words.  For example have the child think of 
all the words he can that rhyme with “mat.” Real and nonsense words are totally 
acceptable (example, “sat, chat, fat, hat, zat, rat, lat.”)  
Words for practice: see rhymezone.com 
 

2. Consonant deletion-ask your child to say a given word, then say it without the first sound 
(can also ask them to say word without the last sound). For example, say “ball” now say 
it again but don’t say /b/.  Target from child is “all.” 
 Words for practice:  see rhymezone.com 
 



3. Syllable deletion-ask your child to say a 2 or more syllable word, then ask them to say it 
without a syllable (e.g., say “baseball” now say it without “ball”, say “octopus” now say it 
without the “pus”.  
Words for practice: see rhymezone.com 
 

4. Tapping out sounds for CVC words: tap out a CVC (consonant vowel consonant) word 
using three fingers (e.g. C-A-T) and see if your child can guess the word by blending the 
sounds together.  
Words for practice:  see keepkidsreading.net  

 
 
 
Listening Comprehension/Receptive Language 

1. Give your child 1, 2 or 3 step directions-ask them to repeat back the important 
information (good way to get them to help out with chores too!) 
Directions for practice:  home-speech-home.com 
 

2. Choose a subject for your child to draw that involves drawing parts, and give them 
directions to follow ranging from easy one-step to more challenging 2-3 step. (e.g. how 
to make an ice cream cone - one step: draw a triangle. Two step: draw two circles, then 
color sprinkles in the circles).  
Also: search “draw my picture game” on homeschoolwithlove.com 
 

3. Hide an item (toy, household object, etc)  in a box or bag. Describe the item (by 
appearance, function, etc) and have your child guess what is inside. For example, “I’m 
holding a school supply.  We use it to write.  It is long and often yellow.  It has two ends 
and one is pointy and one is made of rubber.”  
 

4. Play 20 questions.  One person thinks of a common person/place/thing, the other person 
asks yes/no questions by category or attribute (ex. Is it an animal?  Is it a place?  Can it 
move?) in order to guess what it is.  
 

 
 
 
Older Students 
Reading Comprehension Strategies 
For students who have vocabulary or decoding weaknesses, using context clues can be a 
helpful strategy to help them understand words as they read.  
Context clues are hints that an author gives to help define a difficult or unusual word 
within a book. The clue may appear within the same sentence as the word to which it 
refers or it may follow in the next sentence. 



Here are two videos: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xMw0KcEZljE 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sgIXnzU2ZYU 
 
Here are fun games for practice: 
https://ereadinggames.com/context-clues-climber/ 
https://www.quia.com/pop/35971.html 
 
 
Asking the right kinds of questions: 
After reading to your child try to formulate questions into two categories. These types 
include literal and inferential type questions.  Literal questions often begin with /wh/. 
These include who, what and where questions.  These usually have to do with story 
details such as who is the main character, where does the story take place and what did 
a particular character do or say.  They may also include questions about sequence.  Ask 
your child to retell some or all of the story using transition words such as first, then, 
next, finally, etc.  Talk about choosing details that are really important versus those that 
overwhelm the story retell.  Inferential questions include those types of questions where 
the information is not explicitly stated.  We need to look between the lines and figure 
out clues as to what is happening.  “ Why”,” how do we know this” and  “let’s find the 
clues” are examples of inferential questions.  
 
 Helping your child answer questions:  
If your child is unable to answer the question on his/her own, you may need to provide 
additional cues to support their success. These may include:  

● Providing additional “wait time.” Don’t jump right in to help until you’ve given your 
child plenty of time to think. Some children can require 10 seconds or more to 
process the question/information. Jumping in too quickly with additional 
language can actually make it harder to answer the question. So provide plenty of 
time to think!  

● After you’ve given your child plenty of wait time if he/she is still unable to answer 
the question, you could try one or more of the following cues.  

○ Fill-in the blank: If they are unable to answer “Where did the boy go?” You 
may try “The boy went to the_____.” 

○ Phonemic Cues: Say the beginning of the word, “Where did the boy go? He 
went to the zzz” (zoo). 

○ Semantic Cues: Provide more information: “The boy went to the place 
where you might see zebras, giraffes, and elephants”  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xMw0KcEZljE
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sgIXnzU2ZYU
https://ereadinggames.com/context-clues-climber/
https://www.quia.com/pop/35971.html


 
 
News2y has weekly online stores that have to do with current events suitable for elementary 
aged children. The stories are presented for a variety of reading levels. The simplified and 
regular reading levels have visuals to help with decoding.  You can choose the level that your 
child is comfortable with or you can read the article with your child and do the follow up activities 
together.  There are lots of fun follow up activities.  
Here is a link to two New2you articles that would span grades 1-5. 
https://news.n2y.com/News2You/BasePDF#news2you 

https://news.n2y.com/News2You/BasePDF#news2you

