TOWN OF NORWOOD
School Committee Meeting
James R. Savage Educational Center
Wednesday, October 23, 2013

	A meeting of the Norwood School Committee was held on Wednesday,    
 October 23, 2013. The meeting was called to order at 7:00 p.m.

Committee Members Present: Ms. Courtney Rau, Chairwoman, Mr. John Badger (arrived at 7:20 p.m.) Mr. Paul Samargedlis and Mr. Joseph Montesano

Committee Member Excused:  Mr. James Gormley

Administrators Present: Mr. James Hayden, Superintendent of Schools and 
Dr. Alec Wyeth, Assistant Superintendent for Instruction, Curriculum and Assessment.

Minutes:  Mr. Samargedlis made a motion to approve the minutes of             
October 9, 2013, which was seconded by Mr. Montesano. The Committee voted in favor 3-0.

Correspondence:  Chairwoman Rau acknowledged receipt of a letter from Mr. Todd Gundlach regarding parking at the Coakley Middle School.  

Warrants: Chairwoman Rau informed that there were warrants to be signed.

Public Forum:  Members of the Special Education Parent Advisory Council were here this evening.  Jen Wilde (Co-Chair); Sue Cahill (Treasurer); and Linda Ledger  (Co-Chair) of SEPAC were here to talk about the Norwood Public Schools LEAD Program, which services students 18-22 years old.  Following the SEPAC Meeting of October 21st, many concerns have arisen regarding this program. They are as follows:
	-The limited amount of daily living skills (no household living, cooking
		and laundry skills);
	-The limited amount of job experiences;
	-The limited amount of access to computer software and hardware;
	-The goals of many students’ I.E.P.’s are geared towards independent 
		living and the aforementioned concerns are important 
		for these students.

	The SEPAC members requested that this item be added to a future agenda.
They will be looking at the Town for more funding to improve this program.

	Mrs. Hrabowski, a parent of a student in the LEAD Program, was very happy this evening that the SEPAC Members were here to support her and her concerns.  Mrs. Hrabowski asked Dr. Wyeth to be an advocate for the LEAD Program.

	Chairwoman Rau said that the budget process will begin in the near future and this item will be added to a future agenda. 

	Shannon Quinn, student at the Oldham Elementary School and granddaughter of School Committee Member James Gormley, was here this evening with her mom Sarah to request that the Oldham Elementary School be allowed to dedicate the flag pole at the Oldham in memory of Fire Fighter Faye McDonough.  

	Mrs. Quinn said that there have been donations offered for a memorial stone and there will be no cost to the schools.

	Mr. Samargedlis made a motion to approve this request, which was seconded by Mr. Montesano.  The Committee voted in favor 3-0.

Announcements: None.

Appearances: Middle School Anti-Bullying Club (ABC) Presentation:  Students from the Coakley Middle School were here this evening with their Guidance Councelor, to explain what the ABC Club was.  The students in attendance were:  Mya Hall, Jen Mazzola, Rya Garczynski, Iyana Cassanova, Erin Spaulding , Lauren Gregorio and Christina McKenzie.  They read their mission statement and informed that they are the largest club at the Middle School.  They shared their plans and upcoming events.  

	The Members had an opportunity to ask questions of the students and to encourage them to keep up the good work.

Reports: 2013 MCAS Cohort Data & Action Plans Presentation: Dr. Wyeth presented the 2013 MCAS Cohort Data and Action Plans.

	The Members had an opportunity for questions and comments.  

Superintendent’s Report and/or Late Agenda: None.

Policy: None.

Budget: FY15 Budget Timeline from Mr. Robert Thornton, Town Accountant:  Mr. Hayden said he has received a letter from Mr. Bob Thornton, Town Accountant, requesting preliminary budget information by December 15th which falls in line with the time line the School Committee had put together.

Old Business:  2012-2013 Superintendent’s Evaluation:  Mr. Badger reviewed the evaluation of the Superintendent by the School Committee.  The overall evaluation was proficient plus.  



New Business:  2013-2014 School Committee Goals for Superintendent:
Mr. Badger then reviewed the performance goals, all of which were rated Proficient or Proficient Plus with the exception of: Impact of Student Learning which was a Moderate Plus.

	Mr. Badger made a motion to approve the Superintendent’s Evaluation, which was seconded by Mr. Montesano.  The Committee voted in favor 4-0.

	Mr. Kidd will be setting the Committee up with Teach Point very soon.

	Mr. Hayden reviewed and updated his goals.

	As part of an action plan, Mr. Badger said the Committee would like to see continued ways of raising assessment scores at the Middle School and Balch.  The other main goal for the action plan is to continue to work towards staff retention.

	Mr. Samargedlis made a motion to approve the Superintendent’s goals, which was seconded by Mr. Badger.  The Committee voted in favor 4-0.

Vote on MASC/MASS Joint Conference Resolutions for Delegate Assembly:  Mr. Hayden reviewed the Resolutions for the Upcoming MASS/MASC Conference and made his recommendations for voting:

RESOLUTION 1:  FUNDING FOR K-12 TRANSIENT STUDENT SUCCESS:  Mr. Hayden recommended voting in favor.

	Mr. Samargedlis made a motion to vote in favor, which was seconded by Mr. Montesano.  The Committee voted in favor 4-0.

RESOLUTION 2: PERFORMANCE ASSESSMENT FOR READINESS FDOR COLLEGE AND CAREER:  Mr. Hayden recommended voting in favor.

	Mr. Badger made a motion to vote in favor, which was seconded by Mr. Samargedlis.  The Committee voted in favor 4-0.

RESOLUTION 3:  TEACHER EVALUATION:  Mr. Hayden recommended voting in favor.

	Mr. Samargedlis made a motion to vote in favor, which was seconded by Mr. Badger.  The Committee voted in favor 4-0.

RESOLUTION 4:  EVALUATION OF THE COMMISSIONER OF EDUCATION:  Mr. Hayden recommended voting in favor.

	Mr. Badger made a motion to vote in favor, which was seconded by Mr. Samargedlis.  The Committee voted in favor 4-0.

RESOLUTION 5:  CONFIRMING ACTIONS FROM 2013:  Mr. Hayden recommended voting in favor.

	Mr. Montesano made a motion to vote in favor, which was seconded by Mr. Badger.  The Committee voted in favor 4-0.

RESOLUTION 6:  ELECTION OF GOERNING BOARDS OF COMMONWEALTH CHARTER SCHOOLS: Mr. Hayden recommended voting in favor.

	Mr. Samargedlis made a motion to vote in favor, which was seconded by Mr. Montesano.  The Committee voted in favor 4-0.

Approval of One Out-of-State Field Trip Request:  Mr. Hayden asked the School Committee to approve an out-of-state field trip request from Mr. George Usevich, Principal of the High School, for the 11th and 12th Grade Accounting students to visit New York City to visit various businesses on March 13-15, 2014.  

	Mr. Samargedlis made a motion to approve this field trip, which was seconded by Mr. Montesano.  The Committee voted in favor 4-0.

Oldham School Flag Pole Dedication in Memory of Firefighter Fay McDonough:  This item was moved up in the agenda.

Personnel:  None.

School Committee Addenda: Mr. Montesano had none.

[bookmark: _GoBack]	Mr. Badger wished the Boston Red Sox well, as the Red Sox begin their first game in the World Series this evening.

	Mr. Samargedlis wished the Norwood Field Hockley team and newly appointed Coach Doliner well as they play at Walpole vs. the Porkers tomorrow night.  Mr. Samargedlis congratulated the team on their great season so far.  Mr. Samargedlis also cautioned coaches to speak to the press about their teams in a positive manner whether they win or lose as coaches need to stand by their teams.

	Chairwoman Rau had none.

Executive Session:  Chairwoman Rau informed that there would be an Executive Session for a Level III Unit A Grievance.

	Mr. Badger made a motion for Executive Session at 8:25 p.m., which was seconded by Mr. Samargedlis.  The Committee voted in favor 4-0.


Adjournment:  Mr. Badger made a motion for adjournment at 8:40 p.m., which was seconded by Mr. Gormley.  The Committee voted unanimously in favor 4-0.

Respectfully Submitted:



Donna G. Doliner, Clerk
Norwood School Committee
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